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therefore is Penging « Controverſy With 

this Land, earſnot but amanifeſtly apprär 10 all 
who ſeriouſly conſider both the Temporal, but 
eſpecially the Spiritual Judgments and Plagues, 
which have been; ind TdFAited upon as; and 
Which we are this day threatned with. For how 
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2 td cut off and ai 
and Dearth, fear 

to Famine: Sometimes by abounding Sickneſs, 
and frequent and ſudden Death, next-tePeſti- 
lence: As alſo, what Inteſtine Commotions, 
Heart-burnings and Aniniolities are among us? 
Which plainly declare; That the LORD. has di- 

1 nger. And how many df the 
eminently Godly, were not only forme, but 
even at preſent, taken away by Death? And 
have once and again been, and yet are threat. 
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pmentable ef al. e che LORD in a, 
est Meaſure withdrawn. his gracious preſence 
ech from publick Senne ee ng from private 
buties? So that even thefe who have had near 
kccels/to, and Communien with Him in Ordi- 
nnces, arenow walking in Darkness, having no 
lieht, ſeeking, but many times not finding Him; 
e has been found ofthem heretofore.” Theſe 


* 


jith many other ſad Symptoms and Evidences 
fthe Lord's Wrath and Piſpleaſure with us, 
o call afoud to Perſons of all Ranks, but eſpe- 
ly to the truly Godly ,to confider their Ways, 
nd diligently to ſearch out, and enquire into 
te Cxuſes wherefore'the LORD is contending 


pre- Wiith us: That being deeply htmbled under a 
and Noe Senſe thereof, we may return again to the 
vith ORD; and flee to the Blood of Chriſt for Par- 
+ all, on and Reconciliatiotf; left he. be provocked 
but o continue further, to execute & inflict threat: 
ues, Ned andJuſtly deſerved Judgments upon us. 
and W Wherefore among the many things, that may 
how Ie looked upon, as Ne Sins of this Genenaration, 
en And the'Ciutes of the LORD's Wrath, theſe few 
Toy Wilowing are offered to the ſerious Conſidera- 
neat on af the Godly, for Prayer throrow, the Land. 
ne, W 1. The abounding of, and Connivance at the 
*etil- ernicious and wicked Principles of Atheiſts, 
ions; Peiſts, Quakers and'othet ſuch helliſn Notjons 
„us? End Errors, whereby the generality of the Jouth, 
as di- Npeciany of the Gentry and Nobility; are ſadly 
"re orrupted and perverted to their Ruine. 
but 2. Fhe abounding of the groſs Tenorance of 
And OD and Chriſt, and the Way of Salvation 
reat- rough Him; notwithſtanding of the plentiful 
gy eans'of NRnowledge we are privileaged with. 
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and manifeſt Contempt of the Goſpeſ; together de 
with the flighting and P y her of the Ordi«f th 
nances and Faſtitotions of Chriſt, particylarlyMyitt: 
of the Sacrament of the LORD's 0 er. by thefut i 
raſh Approaches, and want dfdue Care, in admitWſrar 
ting of unfit Perſons thereto in many Places. poor 
4. The lameſſtable Decay of true Piety and che 
Godlinefs, the Unfruijfulneſs and Unſuccesfuliſcp 
neſs of the Goſpel ; togetherwith the great Hh 
poeriſie and Formalify in Religion, and t 
reſting ſatisfied with the external Perior mant 
of Duties ;, ſo that few are at Pains to be ac 
ee Nich the Love, Payer and Life of Re 
—_— 251 147 
i 5 The untender and unwatchful Convert 
tions, the Covetouſneſs and worldly Mindedne 


Both by their Profeſſion, and Stations in th 
World, are obliged to be exemplaty to other, 
as Flee-goats before the Flock, offend in this. 
6. Our horrid Unthankfulneſs, Misimpron 
ment and Forgetfulneſs of the ſignal and rema 
kable, both publick, private and perſonal: Met 
cies and Deliverances; which are too man 
here to be enumerated. | e 
2. The abounding Profanity of all Ranks, I the 
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verſpreading the Land: All having corrupt: 


thei? Ways, being fadly chargeabje with Idi pr: 
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rofanation of the LORD's Day, and other gre 
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e great $. That ali? there be many excellent LA 
ogether ade againſt:Brofanity; yet by the Negligence? 
e Ordi«ſ$f thoſe, to whom the Execution of them is com 
cylarlyMritted, in many Places; few ur none of them ar 
„by the put in Execution impartially upon a Minds of 
admit Mrranſgreſſors 3; ſo that ſome few, perunpi of the 
poorer Sort, are now and then punithed, When 
Icchers of higher Rank, 3 ſcandalous, e: 
Eſcape free without the leaſt Check, © 
t HY 9. The little Regard there is had, to the gi- 
ving and cccafioniag of Offences, the readineſs of 
A many to be offended, when the leaſt Occaſion 
js given, from whence proceeds Diviſions, Heart- 
burnings and Animoſities, eden among the 
Godly themſelves. wy OV e 
10. Our deep Security and F ankee 
our Sin and Danger; fo that inſtead ef hum- 
bling our ſelves under a ſenſe of our Gnilt, and 
Endeavours of fincer Reformation, we go 61 in- 
J corrigibly in our Sin, notwithſtanding of an the 
Means of Mercy and Judgment. the LORD 
A gives us for recovery, ' 
11. Qur Vacencernednefs, and want of Sym- 
pathy with the Afflictions of our Brethren, the - 
perſecuted Proteſtants abroad, who ſuffering for. 
Righteouſneſs ſake, are bearing the Burden in 
the heat of the day. I | ö 
12. The great negle& of that neceſſary and 
qu Duty of Chriſtian Fellowſhip 5 for 
rayer and Chriſtian Conference, for mutual 
Edification 2 There being many both in Towns 
and Country, that are Perſons capable to affort 
ate themſelves into Societies, for that Effect, and 
have no reaſonable Hinderance in their Way, 
3 was 
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ho yet do indulge themſelves in tlie utter ge. 
gelen thereof ; And many Miaiſters are too ad is 
deficient t ſtir up and to encourage to th ., 
Duty, and to joyn therein, which might both 
be pventable to themſelves and theſe: Societies i; 
for the: better regulating of them to 'Edification; 
nz The Want of Zeal, and of a publick Spi. 
rit, ta witneſs faithfully for the Cauſe and In- 
tereſt of Chriſt, together with the prevalence of, - 
diſtruſttul Fear of Men, and carnal Policy un- ert 
der the falſe Notion of Prudence and Moderation, I. 
wherehy many, who had. an Occaſion to give N. 
publick Teſtimony againſt the ſins of the time, & N. C 
to adyance and carry on 4 Covenanted: Work of rec 
Ze for mation, have inſtead thereof followed the U a; 
Counſel of Fleſh and Blood, and ſuffered ſuch Ne 


- 


Opportunities, particularly at, and ſeveral times 
ſince the Revolution, to ſlip: whereby the Re- 
formation. of Church, State and Army Cad been 
and is neglected, obſtructed and by many con- 

demned; ſo that Men of corrupt Principles and 
Practices, whereok many had an eminent Hand 
in the groſs Defections of this Land, under the 
late unhappy Reigns, and have hitherto given 
little Evidence of their Sorrow and 'Repentince, 
are adyanced to Places ot publick Truſt, both in 
| Chuch and State, aud theſe whe have any thing 
| 4 of a publick Spirit are by manx diſcouraged and 
tered; - © ho Bolton 2g 96 1 
14. The Maęiſtrates ordinarly, without Con- 

- ſent of:theChurch;appoiating Faſts and Thanks- 
givings, with the Cauſeß and Diets thereof, 
which Faſts and Thankſgivings have their pro- 
Penn reſpect to the Succeſs, as wel} of the 
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lions, and Gad-provecking! Sins committed in 
jelate Times ( which befide: many bf'theſe al- 
dy mentioned, that to a' Degree reigned and 
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ith the ſinful fainting Complyance, aud fatul 
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the Time Ghee Defections; and theſe di- 
ay contrary to former Vows, and Engage: 
:nts to the LORD ; whereof lome were never 
t judicially condemned, and the faithful 
reltlings of the People of GOD againſt them 
proven; So that to this Day, che tremenduous 
ture, with the particular Aggravations of 
tland's national Guiit and Apoltalics from 
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